
PETER ROENNFELDT
Pet.r R@rnfeldt, Drrin, a ret rcd pastor a.tive
inequippingchurch plantingleamsand dkcipLe

maklng around the worLd, lves in caroLine
Springs, V.torla, AustElia, 6d&

the'Apo.aLypse of .lohnl' I naL events ar-"

portraVed in graphi. lanA!aAe.

Yet, there is more to Revel.tion
thrn lu!t end time events. Linl-"d to
those events t something deeper, and
that s the.aLlto missio. ReveLation

ls a mBsiordry book. t demonstratcs
th.t mlss on JLows Irom God's heart.
Gra.e and pea.e come lrom Him. Ne

"loves us and has freed !s lrom o!rsirs
by hk bLood ' iRev. 1:4, 5) ' This began
loigbefore aalvary oreven BethLehem:

Jes!swas"the Lamb., sL.in from the
creat on of the world" (Rev 1l:8). He

extends an open invitatlon to.ll who
wish to comel" .id His ml5s on
.rlminates in His returl (Rev.22:I7,20).

The Apo.aLypse pro!ides uiique
nllghts lnto God's missloi Co!ld this
reve stion a so suggest stritcgics for
misslo.? Might the coitert, ord.r, and
fLow of the boo[, and spe. ficalLy the
three angelf .ressages of Revelat on
14, prov de heLpful lnsights Ior evange
lism and di!c plc making? This art.Le
seeks to addr.ss thcse quen ons

1.,! rrf *tdim g Cod's rnessage
The idea that thc.oniext.nd fLow

of the thr€e angels' messages provlde

lnsights for mission
from the context ond fl.ow of
Revelation 14:6-|2

or most com mentators, the bool
of ReveLation is the pLace to go

for Lart day elents. And rlehrly
to,iorinth s book, relered toa!

a framework for miision is not new t
w.s arii.trLated by p oneer Adveitisl
eva.geLst and semin.ry teacher J. L.

ShuLe., who shaped the preachiig ol
nbout 3,000 Ad!ent st pastors incLud

ng WllLiam FagaL, fouiding spealer
..d dire.tor of Forrh lof Iodoy:6eorge
V.ndem.n.fo!ndingspeakerand d rec

torof ///s nrit.e.i and pLrbLicevang€lists

Fo.dyce Detamore, who developed a

m iGtryforforme' iiernbcfs, af d John
F.Colthe.rt,who p o.eered ai archa.o-
logic.l approach first !s ig Dcod r'1.,
Do leliLlesfor h sope. ng neetings.'

Sh!ler t.!ght that an evangcln c

ser esdro!id be the plain unfoldingof
the special messaSe of ReveLation I4..
a connected e(pos tion olthatthre.fold
nressage-,r,lh Ch16rrs the.crt.r.'. His

commitmcntto th s m.thod wasseci
in hls prcaching'Early in a se.ies ot
meetings, he wou d preseit Rev.Lation
14:6 12, not attefpting to crpLnln thc
thrc. mossagcs but, slnrply,to whetthe
app.tlt. of his iudl.nc.. Ihese mes

sag.sth.n provided thcframevorkand
ordcrthat c!abLed him to progressiveLy

un\!rap ea.h m.ssage going "no
f..therintothetruth n any one sermon
than the peopl€ are abLe to folLow.":

The dontext
Belore identify ng the fLow n the

messages,we f -Fed toseetheirconiext

Thevls on of FcveLalion 12 14 prov des
a grapr c iccount of the erperen.es
of God's p.opLe, !v th les!s' b rth.
sacr flce, asccnslon, and the attacks
of evil ag. in Hin aLL dramat .aLLy

poltray.d. Thc three angeLs expose a

rampant tr i ty of ev L the dragon,
beast. ind faLs. prophet us rg spiri
tu.l d.ception, econom c san.t ofs,
and manipuLative force (Fev. 1::1 18i

19:19,20).1keanerd t nre Elilah iMaL
4r5,6r.i. Matt. 17:11), the three angeLs

mak€ a f naLappealto prepare for the
great lr.rvcst, thc.om ngof lesrs (Rev.

14:14 20)

Each message ls ol striking slg
n ficanc€ for those ii envlronments
honiL. towards Cod, Ja th, aid obed
efce. The i Ei toudly pro.Leims Godl
eterrol9ood nersi the second, rxe
fol/ of 6obflo, (the irinity of eviL)t and
the th rd, the.hoi.e aLL m!n make
betweef damnation and deLlveran.e.
Adventists flnd dentity in pro.Laim .g
these f neL appeals to the worLd ln
both pe60naL..d p!bL. evangelism,
we hav€ soughtto progrestiveLy !nfoLd
these truthsto the worLd.

The ticw
W th n thes€ messages .an be

fo!nd a.ertain fLow or deveLop
ment. They move, as iLl!strated n

f gure 1, from the co.text, to gospel
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proclamat on, to Chr st an Liling. The
heavenly messenge6 then .hallenge
with d sl n.tive do.trines, prophet.
warnlrgs, and the caLLto laithfuL wit
nessardthe muLt pLiGt oi ofdis. pLes.

how to pr:y. read ihe tsible, meditate,
woEhlp, experien.e fa.rily worshlp,
particlp.te in smill groups, and intro
duce others to.lesus. L Ie co.cerfs
wiLL be addressed: addict ons. h!rts,

i!rn, rerch few peopLe for God. The
three angels reprcsent God s people
sh.ring their faith, and "the r deeds
w llfouow th.m " (Rev. 14:12, 13). n

life and death, thc rwitness m!liipLies.
These are iot s mply the deeds at
steps4.id 5, but thc witfess ofeach
step. Those bearing the tlrree aigeh'
nressages are avid disciple makeE:
di5ciples making disc pLes lvho make

Pr6ctical imFlicaticns cf
ti'tis framplvork

Wha!.re some impL cations ol
suggesting the three angels rnessages
provlde. franre for rnission?

Fiul, lt provides a structure lor
.aref!L evalrgelistic instruct on and
progressive understanding. Of ce .
peEon's spirit!ai nt€r.st has been
.Llt !ated through identlfylng with
.onrmon concerns f ro n the cof tert oJ

L fe and theirorld,thcovaigeL n.task
s to !npa.k God\ Last day rnessage of

seco.d, it provldes a path thri
shows awareness of each person!
lourney but is not prcscriptive. The
s gn fi.an.e oIea.h evangeLlsm nep,
for each person or group, is assessed.

f committed belicveE. step 2 gospel
dis.!sslons will b€ times of relo.lng
ln shared faith wh l€ r.vlewing Jes!t
I Ie story irnd mlnlnry-rather th.n
weels readingtho GospeLs and pro!id
ing apologetic eviden.es for les!s.
Holvever, lf nev to fa th r Jes!s. step
I llfe dls.ussions wlll nvolve te..h
iig, modeling, and pra.ti. ng BlbLe

reading, pray€r, family woEhip, and
Iaith 5haring notto ment on s!pport
throrgh a nryr ad of Life ss!es such !s
overcom ng destructive add ctions.
flnding heal ng for brokenness, offer
ng forglveness, ard .uLtivating trust.

Sornesteps mighttakes gnif .antt me.
but that wlll d.pend upon those w th
whom you .re sharing

Ihere is an important impllcation
for those engaged in p!bLi. evaige
lst c prea.hing ln the past, pubLi.
evangeLists adjrsted their topics as

they progressed through their series
of meeti.gs lf it became evlde.t tlrat

Figure 1.As reached, each step continues to be signifi<ant
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tellthe storyolJesus
live practlcal Christianity

exploredocirine
explore m ajor prop hetic themes

muliiplydisciples

Ih 5 sugg.sts a lramelvorkfor mis
sloi ai ord.r. orsteps. Jorsharlng:

Sr.pl ..rrt€r..lhere s a sense in
wh ch evaigrLsm narts wlth !ndeF
stindlrg t r. person's worLd .ontext
rathcr than u th the message Jesus
mlngLed vith peopLe and lnstruded Hls

disc pLesto do the same. The end time
Eljah messagc engages with .ommon
interests and meets peopLet needs
cuLtivating in t aiives that aLleviate
suffer f g, traFsform comm!nitiee, and
hcaL broken relationsh ps (MaL.4rs,6).

5t p2 gospel Jesus' commlssion
to share the "gospeL of the kingdom"
(Matt 24:t4l .nd to make dilciples of
all (uatt. 26 18 201 s .fflnned ii the
r,9, ofcndt m€ dis. pL€s p.o.Laimlng
''the eternal gosp.L io thcse Nho
Live or the earth to e!er_\' nat on,
trbc,L.ngu.geandpeople'(Re! 14:6r.

Known forth€ r Love forlesus, they prl

ortizethe"eternal gospeL" saLvat on
through Christr death and res!tred o.
(t Co. 15:1 8).

St.p J li rirg. The f rst angel's
nr.ssage ther moves to pra.t.al Lfe

concerns: " Fear God and I ve hlm
glory" (Rev.14:7) To reor6odmeans
to "h.te eviL . . pride and arosance,
cv Lbehavlor and perve6e s peech'
(Prov 8:13). This caLLs !sto Llve forGod
i end t nres, tosh!n lhe fearfuldecep

tions and eviL aLl!res of the dragon,
bean, and false prophet.

For those who have come to know
lesrs inep 2), pra.ticaLChristi.n eid
t me Lv ng (step 3) involv€s lcarnlng

brokenness, aLi-"nat ons, self ldent ty,
forg vener5, fa iLy. chiLdref , 5ex!.liry,
belonging. and trrst, e5 welL as other
probLems. J!stl.e issues $iLl arise.
Nlany ofthe malor quest ons ofse.L Lar

postmoderns.eed to be explored and
responses i. tiated Th s €!ahgeLsm
step, on.e rea.hed, conti.ues to be

sisn fi.ant ln the lourne! oI Chr stiai
growth

step 4 .la.1tin,". No dichotomy
e(lsts betwee. Jesus afd doctr ne, or
pra.ti.aLchristian liv ng a.d do.trine
Steps 1 3 relate to orr !nderstand ng

ol God, saLr,.tioi, a.d LiI. doctr .e
Butth-"re ls progresslon Ihc ne5sa[es
mole to.ddress wh.t couLd be.a ed

dtstin.tiw.lo.ornes': The ho!r of
iGod\)trdgment h.s .ome !{/oEh p

hlm lvho made the healens, ihe earth,
the s-.a an. thespringsofweter 1Rev.

1,1:ll
s.!p 5 prople.f. Be.a!ie many

hale : I nr ted lnowledge of God or
His lford. Litle is gaiied f.om tuihing
to the m.jor propheti. \dam ngs of the
se.onC and third a.se s .on.err ns
thera LofBabyLon, the beast. his image.
mark, and Iate (Rev 14:8 rr) before
flnding.ommon ground,shar.g.retls,
aid c!ltlva! ns pract calChrGti.n Lfe

v.LL es These warnlngs ire oI ! 1al

s gnifican.e b!t hivc morc nr.aniig
.nd reLevance whci d scusscd w th
the hea( coiceris oI li*cncrs kcpt

Step6 ntLrltiply Good cvangclsm
always cquips ncw disc ples, who, n
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PETER ROENN FELDT

a better foundation was needed b.fore
movlig from one step io another,
Jurther evangelist c topi.s relatlve
to tlrat area 0ere added. Howev.r,
with the pressures of modern life, t
has become ne.essary to reducc the
numberofmeetlngs, aid w th th.lnio
vation o{ packaged presentat ons, the
Libertyto i.sert supplementaryth€me5
bccornes Lim ted. unfortun.tcLy, n

nrovliS qui.kLyto dlstln.tive doctrinaL

and prophetic themes, steps 1 :l can

be negLected or tr!ncated, robbing
th. message of its appeal and trant
{ornratlve powe. To ensure tlrls does

not hippe., vis tation must be a toP

At the same time, these sir steps

keep the ev.ngelist mov ng forward
Thc lask is not.ompLete unt lall
ispccts of !h s end time ELlalr mes

sage are shared and expLalned. Each

st.p provides a fouidat or tor what
foLlorvs.nd..s reached, cortin!es to
be s gilf cant l. the christian jo!ri€y.
Advcitlsm s not shaped aLone by
doctrlial lstep 4) or prophetl. under
5tand ngs istep 5l Undergird ng aU is

our r.lationship r,lth Jesus chr n (step

2) .nd thc val!es tha! shape our liles
lstep3). However,step!2 and 3, w th
out stcps 4 and 5, do not provide a fuLl

Lnderstand ng ot Revelet on 14r6 12

e ther and to negLect step 6 1rlis.iple
moklrg) at each step f! hertr!n.ates
thislan diy. end t memessage.

t s important that iew disclpLes

are provided w th a slmple framework
for sharing faith and given instr!.tloi
on holvto shar€ with family aid frlends

ateachstep fthcywait to slrare when

convlded of d stlnctivc doclrines lstep
a)or.h.LLenged w th major prophe.ie5

Gtep s), many of the r frlends wiLL be

burnedbytheexperienceand wllL never

w sh to hear more. We can usetheslx
steps as points of referen.e for the
developmentof n€wdlsclples and,in
turn,forthe rdisc pLc nraklig.

A framework for
answering questions

Before respondiig to questlons, it
is a slmpLethingto ascertain the nepof
fa th of theenquirer. f you areatstepl
(where you are s€eklng to undeutand
and reLat€ to the person's worLd) and

ihe person asks a doctrinal (step 4)

or major proplretic lslep s) question,

we must answer in the r conterti .e.,

step 1. For eranrpLe, how couLd you

r-"spond f a person at step 1 asks:
''Tell me, what do you think happens
lvhen a peEon diesr" Thls is a step 4

docirinaLq!estloi bei.g asled by a

want to cncoura8e yo! to read the
GospeL of John, chapter 11, in the
BibLe.' ExpLaif how to find thls even

downtoad fg an casy to read BlbLe

onio their phon. or t.bLet affirmi.g:
''Th s story orplnins what I beL e!e
happens atdcath. Re.d it, and the.ext
timewe me.t, Let rne know whatyo!
dis.over ard what you think " n thls
responseyou ar€ ntrcduci.E them to

The same principLes can be applied

1. Ask quest o.s lo !nderstand their
contert their reaL reason5 for
asking.

2 Answer n th€ frame oftheirpresent
step of !nderstandlng and growth.

3. Polnt to a story of Jes!s reLating

to thcir questlon encouraging

person with lim ted or no kiowLedge
ofJesus chrkt, Chi nla i life, orb bLi.aL

Rather thar provldlng, iuLL Bible

st!dyon thestat€ of thcdcad.. step 1

respo.se m ghtbeaqucstion: Whydo
you ask and what areyourlhoughtsT'
We have learned that fcw ask thls
question without a contcrt. Has this
yo!ng man had a hlend kiLl.d ln a work

accident re.entlyl or. did thls eLderly

lady Lose a nelvborn baby 60 ycarsago?

Or, has this yo!ng Lady recently s!p
portcd a frlend thro!gh an abortioi?
Thls context and the pe60f s under
standlf g wiLl inform your response. To

negLcct thls and bLthely quot. Blble

ve6es could destroy sp ritral nt.rcn
lf the pelson peE ns if knowing

youropinion, anotherstep 1 respons€

to th s st€p 4 questlon might be: 'l

4. Aff rm your confidence in these
biblicaL accornts-and n Jes!s.

s. nqulre as to whatthey dlscover in

readiFg the Bible story.
Evenforquest onswithin the Jr.me

of their prese.tstep of urderstanding,
ihis approach fosters greater owner
shlp of Bible discoveri.s.

unique chattenqes and
fresh opportunities

At flrst glance. this Jrame seems
pred cated upon coitroL: share step
1 nformation untiL ready for step
2 and keep step 4 .nd 5 !nsights
from them unt Lthey are prepared.

To th nk that we .oLrLd achleve this
in o!r informatlon-srtLrrated world s

!nreaListic. Assoon as people knowwe
are chr stian orAdveiust,theysurf the
lnternet where there is no sequence
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to the fiix of related and !nrelated
inlormation and mis nfornat on

Another chalLe.ge is the preva
Lenc. of post Christian pagan sm. t s

more difU.ult to w tness to those who
have rejcct.d chr stian !y because of
christians acting nrore !n chr stianly
(religious wa6, ab!se m.n pul.tive
.ontrol, nlust.e, the iccumuL.tion
of wealth, d scr miiat o.l th.n n

pre Chrin af pagan so. eties, where
the name of.l.sus and church seem
!nkiolvi. F!rther, those shaped by
postmod.rn tho!ght wilL .ot s!ifer
dls.r m l..r on of any hue. And, for
them. for a Christian to.laih to hnle
def iied truth sthe heightof arrogan.e.
and to point to the eror oJ others s

Yet. this frameworl doFs nor
depeid upon manip!lation or cor
trol. Nor do€s it { nd its effect veness

i. inv.ct ves hurled at oth.rs, but
suggests fresh possib Lities, for t s

.bout reLationships. This is why nep 1

lrelat ng to their coiccrns) s so
importint. Read Jesus' instru.t ont
in Luke 10:8 and 9 agali: Lsten to
thelr rlor,/ as yo! eat togetherj Let

them crperlencelo!r ito,/ thatthe I
hearts m ght be preparcd for 60.ri
storf lorthe k ngdom is near. peopLe

are bomb.rded !vith information
but they make decisions wlth p.opLe

Within the cir.L-"s of truncd {r.nds.
truth (and whether it works or nott s

erplored. Th s reLatlonal. erperieitirL
priorityof our postmodern worLd o{fers
prlm. oppofiu.itle5 but rncans cof
ne.t ngw ih peopLeand the r.on.erns
Thls is how Jes!sshared His message
and. tho fLovr' of ReveLatio. 14:6 12

aflirms: Christ s method alone w lL g !€

tf!c suc.ess . reach ng the peopLe.

The savior mingled w th nei as one
who deslr€d theirgood. Ha showed His

sy.npathy forthem, nr n stered rothetr
needs.andwon th€irconf den.e Ihpn
He bade theh,'FoLLow t4e.' 'r ;

I Bilrrq!!Lnmr e rmr rlt l!( Dtsmt0m

7 oanielB 6u d, Thr Lif. rd lvul iil L shul.r
]!/lrndry, ftliber l97l w[ m n jlrymaqr nr d!]
ifthile/l9llil0ilh.ltu dwm[01] I lhr!r

I I L.5hu s, Prrr frnq?trn, i !wIHqrd,
l9l9ruirnfhilirby5h!

4 I L.shll.rfan ?8r,.1.. .tlrr$i!t]sad,
l-i50,mrnlir mp!lse.nilr u rlrb ,\tre3!otr1
Mngrnft {rres hlm

5 lr {Ai/r.!rrq./rn, r!19 30

i lLnh h,,,/ild4,*drrdJoriorh fuorl ul
iirlheGr;b i ro,simds fi!ntutu r
nind.rdJol(ir!t i!nq,iflrtrhi! n.leol
rh!{lod,jeord(minq, dtrum dsiil

r t sG [/ tu, Iir ii4,n&],rlB4linS 1Mi ir, ii
lrirrL tA Piai.Prsrtub A$i tgj?t,t4l
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WHAT 15 THE NATURE OF HUMAN BEINGS AND THEIR DE5TlNY?

WHAT I5 THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF DEATH AND HELL?

ARE WE INDIVISIBIE OR ISTHEREASOUTTHAT5URVIVES DEATH?


